
NJ Delaware Bayshore Council Meeting 
Friday, April 5, 2019, 1 PM 

Dennisville Municipal Building 
Minutes 

ATTENDEES: see sign-in sheet 
Board Members Advisors & Guests 

Meghan Wren, Assem. Andrzejczak 
appointee 

Rick Brown, NJSOS / NJDEP Coastal Land Use Planning 

Ben Stowman, Maurice River Township Elizabeth Franco, First Legislative District 
Ken Whildin, Maurice River Township Samantha Bender, First Legislative District 
Barney Hollinger, Commercial Twp. Dave Fanz, NJDEP Coastal Land Use Regulation 
Francis Rapa, NJ Conservation Foundation 

 

Leslie Gimeno, Cape May County Kaitlin Collins, Partnership Delaware Estuary 
Robert Brewer, Cumberland County Dan Ryan, NJDEP Commissioner’s Office (phone) 
Cassandra Rodriguez, Cumberland County  
Kathy Mills, Salem County  
  
 
Call to Order / Introductions / Agenda Review – Chairperson Meghan Wren called the meeting 
to order and attendees introduced themselves.  
 
Minutes – Ben Stowman motioned, Ken Whildin seconded, and the Council approved the 
January 17 meeting minutes. 
 
 
BAYSHORE REPORT 
Meghan reported that the next annual Bayshore report would re-visit three issues in last year’s 
report that are on today’s agenda: 1) shoreline protection; 2) Economic Development; 3) 
Coordinated Bay-wide effort. 
 
Shoreline Protection – Dave Fanz, NJDEP Coastal Land Use Regulation, gave an update on 
possible beneficial use of Maurice River channel dredging material.  A new potential 
placement site has been identified on the Maurice River Township side of the river near the old 
clam house in an area locally known as the “northeast reach.” Dredge material might be placed 
between the old railroad bed and the old, now submerged road. 
 

 



 
The immediate goal is to get NOAA and National Marine Fisheries Service (Keith Hanson) 
familiar with the site. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is looking for funding to dredge the 
Maurice River and may prepare an economic impact review (Michael Kastner). Using this site 
would save about $2 million compared to barging the material to the Cape May site. Monica 
Chastain, USACOE, is preparing the work package for submission to USACOE Washington, DC 
office. If successful, Maurice River dredging will be in the USCOE’s 2020 Work Program and the 
2021 Federal budget.  
 
Ben Stowman motioned, Ken Whildin seconded and the Council approved sending a letter of 
support to get our State and Federal representative informed and involved in this project. 
There are ecological, economic, and flood control benefits. First Legislative District 
representative interns Samantha Bender and Elizabeth Franco (Sen. Andrzejczak, Assem. Milam 
and Land) recommended including Third District State Senator Sweeny and Assemblymen 
Burzichelli and US Congressman Norcross.  
 
Meghan Wren reported that the American Littoral Society NFWF grant project for Basket Flats 
did not have a contract yet. It will be an 18 month project with a public outreach component. 
 
Ben Stowman and Ken Whilden reported that the USACOE and the state had $150,000 for a 
CAPS project. Commercial Township and Maurice River Township could not have separate 
projects but could be part of a single project. Rick Brown will contact Jeff Gepert, USACOE, to 
have the Army Corps of Engineers attend a future Council meeting to provide an update on CAP 
projects. 
 
Photographs of recent flood protection work at East Point Lighthouse were previously emailed 
to Council members.  Fifty sandbags weighing 2,000 each were placed at the dune line as a 
collaborative project involving local sand companies, NJ Fish & Wildlife Division, Cumberland 
County and Maurice River Township. The permits for geotubes are complete, and work may 
start in September but geotubes are only a temporary measure. There was also a recent Daily 
Journal article, and there is a feasibility study for raising the lighthouse. 
 
Dan Ryan, NJDEP Commissioner’s Office, via telephone gave an update of NJDEP’s resiliency 
planning effort. They are coordinating with the Governor’s Office and scheduling workshops 
around the coast with at least one in the Delaware Bayshore region.  
 
Rick Brown reported that Liz Semple, NJDEP Coastal and Land Use Planning, was looking at flood 
zone insurance Community Ratings for coastal towns to identify actions that towns can take to 
reduce flood damage to property and reduce flood insurance premiums. 
 
 
Economic Development – Dan Ryan reported that the NJ Department of Law decided that fees 
collected from oyster harvesting could be used to pay for permit application fees related to 
dredging Nantuxent Creek. Barney Hollinger is reaching out to Stockton University for a 
proposal. The Shellfish Council would be the applicant for the dredge permit. Originally permit 



fees were thought to be about $4,000 but now they are $25,000, and the Bureau of 
Shellfisheries is concerned about setting a precedent. The cost estimates for permits, studies 
and sampling range from $25,000 to $100,000. The dredging and the disposal site both require 
permits. The Nature Conservancy and the Natural Lands Trust are interested in using dredge 
material to restore their lands but they have $0 for permits. Possible funding sources include 
the fees collected from oyster transplant and shell planting programs. It is thought that 
Stockton, as a state entity, can do the work without going through the bidding process. 
 
Dave Fanz, talked about permits needed for Nantuxent dredging.  A permit from the USACOE is 
needed for dredging, and a State permit is needed for the dredge spoil site.  Dredged material 
for shoreline restoration might use FEMA funds for Blue Acres properties in Bay Point and 
Money Island which would require a restoration permit.  NJDOT may need to prioritize the 
dredge permit, and Stockton University could prepare the application. It takes 90 to 120 days 
for an NJDEP permit decision, and dredging could start in 2020. Beach restoration at Gandys 
Beach and Fortescue would need USCOE permits. If Stockton University needs $25,000 to 
prepare the permit and the permit fee is $30,000, it would cost the Shellfish Council $55,000. 
 
On the Fortescue Wastewater item, Bob Brewer, Cumberland County, reported that Downe 
Township was expected to submit NJDEP permit applications for the proposed treatment plant 
in May.  The Delaware River Basin Commission was also reviewing the proposed discharge. This 
involves a permit fee and DRBC approval.                  
 
Meghan Wren reported the Discover Delaware Bay campaign was moving forward albeit 
slowly. Rick Brown offered the NJDEP database for public waterfront access points. Rick also 
distributed copies of NJ Business Action Center booklet. Joseph Constance is the state contact, 
and he may make a presentation at a future meeting. 
 
Dave Fanz noted that an economist is conducting fact-finding of 3 shipyards for the Maurice 
River dredging work package that Monica Chastain, USACOE, is compiling with an expected 
date of May or June. 
 
 
Coordinated Bay-wide Effort – The Council’s concern about the lack of State’s lack of 
budgeting PILOT funds is shared by other groups such as the Pinelands Alliance. Fran Rapa, , 
reported that the NJ Keep It Green coalition lobbied to restore PILOT funds in the Governor’s 
budget , and mayors sent support letters to the Governor but funds were not restored. Ken 
Whildin noted that the State’s economic and fiscal policy report “Path to Progress” proposed 
splitting PILOT funds to municipalities with the counties and school districts.  
 
Ken Whildin motioned, seconded by Fran Rapa, and approved by the Council to send a letter of 
support to elected representatives for restoring PILOT funding in State budget. 
 
In support of Council activities, Rick Brown had discussed with Liz Semple, NJDEP, the 
possibility of providing NJDEP staff.  No NJDEP funds are available but there is a match for the 
Littoral Society’s NFWF grant. 



 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Governance – The Council has 17 appointed voting members with 3 year terms. Not all towns 
are represented. The committee will meet as needed. 
 
Community Resiliency – There are no dates yet for the next committee meeting. 
 
Tourism & Economic Development – A committee meeting is expected to be held in late June. 
  
 
OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
The next Council meeting will be in Downe Township, Friday, May 3,  1 PM, and then in 
Commercial Township, Friday, June 7, 9:30 AM. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM. 
 
 
                              
 
 
 


