
NJ Delaware Bayshore Council Meeting 
Thursday, September 12, 2019, 10 a.m. 

Maurice River Township Municipal Building 
Minutes 

ATTENDEES: see sign-in sheet 
Board Members          Advisors & Guests 

Meghan Wren, Assem. Andrzejczak appointee Ginger Kopkash, NJDEP Land Use Manager 

Ben Stowman, Maurice River Township Dave Hojsak, FEMA Region 2 

Barney Hollinger, Commercial Township Dave Fanz 

Jack Surrency, Cumberland Co. Freeholder Kaitlin Tucker, Partnership for the DE Estuary 

Ken Whildin, Maurice River Township  

Mike Vizzaro, Commercial Township  

Leslie Gimeno, Cape May County   

Ernie Zirkle, Fairfield Township  

Robert Brewer, Cumberland Co. Plan. Director  

Joe Zaccaria, Cumberland County  

Cassandra Rodriguez, Cumberland County  
 
Call to Order/ Introductions/ Agenda Review – Chairperson Meghan Wren called the meeting to order 
and attendees introduced themselves. Robert Brewer and Meghan Wren recommended for all to drive 
through and see current activity along the Maurice River.  
 
Special Area Management Plan Discussion with Asst. NJDEP Commissioner, Ginger Kopkash - Meghan 
Wren shared a white paper that she created for the potential Bayshore Working Waterfront SAMP and 
explained that working waterfronts are a way of organizing interests to work together for the future. 
Meghan referenced the recent frequency of king tides, as well as looking toward the future to support 
activities that offshore wind farms could create here on the river. The Bayshore has a long standing as a 
resource value. Meghan mentioned the national disinvestment of rural towns where resources are 
taken advantage of but are not given a boost for their struggling economies. The Delaware Bayshore is 
an inverse of the Atlantic Coast in that there are vast areas of preserved lands and habitats in the 
Bayshore. Meghan mentioned that she sought information regarding a SAMP in Newark that someone 
previously mentioned, but could not find any information.  

Ginger Kopkash responded that a SAMP had been prepared for the Meadowlands, but was never 
finalized and adopted. Having a long-time familiarity with bays and barrier islands in New Jersey during 
her career in DEP, as well as the Delaware Bay, Ginger agrees something needs to be done in order to 
protect the resources of South Jersey. The Assessment & Strategy of the Section 309 Grant under the 
Coastal Zone Management Program identifies 9 key areas for enhancement over a five year period, and 
the next draft is due in May of 2020 for the new five year period beginning in 2021. Ginger mentioned 
Resiliency as one of the 9 enhancement areas of the grant program. Ginger requested a contact list for 
stakeholders to be included in the upcoming process. Meghan Wren asked if the document could 



include a chapter specifically for the Delaware Bayshore to include wetlands, King Tide flooding, and 
evacuation routes.  

Ginger Kopkash stressed that while a SAMP is good for regions like the Delaware Bayshore, it is difficult 
to get concrete outcomes. There are different ways to get at clear action items. Stakeholder meetings 
are invaluable. Ben Stowman stated that a regional SAMP may be too broad and suggested the thought 
of smaller SAMPs for Cohansey River, Maurice River, Nantuxent, and Fortescue. A SAMP applies to a 
large environmental area with smaller areas to carve out for economic development. 

Ginger Kopkash asked for some examples of what the Council wants for each area and reiterated that 
there are different avenues to come up with solutions. Barney Hollinger mentioned sluice gates are 
failing; that roads need to be raised in Port Norris, Shellpile and Bivalve; squaring off concept along 
waterfront; clean drainage ditches. Ken Whildin said there is an interested party who needs permitting 
for wind turbine repair business on a 100- acre farm field but has concerns due to CAFRA, yet this would 
be infill between two boatyards. There was a brief discussion among several council members regarding 
the roads that are critical for the oyster industry, stressing the need for road repairs, new bulkheads, 
and new docks to support the $40 million oyster industry at Nantuxent Creek and Money Island.  

Ginger Kopkash reiterated the importance of local stakeholder input for the Section 309 Assessment & 
Strategy. Dave Fanz expressed an interest in developing working waterfronts, based on a more clear 
definition, to revise coastal zone management regulations to allow for working waterfront 
redevelopment and infill, as well as fixing infrastructure. Dave Hojsak stated there is a need for a guiding 
document, as there is currently no central plan to organize various parties. Ginger Kopkash said she will 
participate in future Delaware Bayshore Council Meetings.  

Additional NJDEP ‘Asks’ on the Table - Meghan Wren brought attention to the ‘asks’ from the 8/18 
meeting visit with Commissioner McCabe, stressing the dredging as an important item, as well as the 
need for Blue Acres cleanup of properties after demolition and State funding for the PILOT program to 
compensate municipalities hosting large areas of public green space. Ginger Kopkash replied that she 
would speak to Fawn McGee. 

Meghan Wren also stated that she will distribute the 2019 Annual Report Executive Summary for review 
by the Council.  

Old Business - Ben Stowman will send a letter to Ginger Kopkash stating how different townships in the 
Bayshore could use dredge material from other areas. Ginger Kopkash said it is good to keep marine 
sediments in marine environments because it is expensive to truck out of the area and it is 
environmentally sound. She asked that the Council send her a letter that the Delaware Bayshore was 
willing to accept dredged material.  
 
Meeting Schedule - The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 10, at 10 a.m. at the 
Commercial Township Municipal Building, Port Norris.  

There being no further business, Ben Stowman motions, Ernie Zirkle seconded and the Council approved 
adjournment.  


